
Mission 
 

The primary mission of the Clinton 
Parks & Recreation Department is to 
oversee, develop, and provide 
programs and special events for all 
ages and abilities that offer 
participants a fun, educational, 
healthy, and memorable experience, 
as well as to manage and preserve 
the Town’s resources and facilities 
to improve the quality of life of 
others. 
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Jessica Brodie, CPRP 
 Director 
 

Emily Kaplan 
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Daniel Belliveau 
 Park Manager 
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Chairman – Edward Verrier 
Secretary – Yoanna Osborne 
Vice Chair – Esteban Mendoza 
Members -  Paul Zapantis 
        Laura Biskaduros 
 

 

 

 

Executive 

Summary 
This past year proved to be a successful one for the Clinton Parks and 
Recreation Department. The department staff continued to make 
progress towards the goals of updating the department in all 
managerial aspects, adding additional recreational programs, and 
performing a variety of park maintenance and improvements.   
 
Director Jessica Brodie worked hard to modernize the Parks and 
Recreation office in an effort to maximize staff productivity. The office 
saw changes such as creating a shared network to allow access to 
documents between employees, a new phone system to better aid the 
public connecting with the Parks and Recreation staff and the addition 
of online registration software (RecDesk) which allows the public to 
register and pay for programming using a credit card. All of these 
changes have been greatly received by the town and participants.  
 
The department worked to increase its relationship with fellow 
organizations in town and was approached by several committees to 
aid in the leadership of their events/programs. In October of 2013 the 
Recreation Commission was approached by the Holiday Pops 
Committee as they requested to become a sub-committee under the 
Parks and Recreation Department. Together we put on a successful 
2013 Holiday Pops concert, although attendance was a little low due to 
a snow storm. The commission was also approached by the Clinton 
Lassie League (a youth softball program). They were lacking leadership, 
volunteers, and direction and asked that the Clinton Parks and 
Recreation take over this program in an effort to offer a quality softball 
program to local girls. The first season proved to be successful as we 
entered the Cortland League which allowed games between 
neighboring towns, and focused on teaching the fundamentals of the 
sport.  The goal of our department has always been to offer the people 
of Clinton quality recreation experiences and by working with local 
organizations we are better able to reach these goals.  
 
Some of the major projects conducted this year included painting and 
plumbing work to the Central Park Fountain, and the initial phase of a 
multiphase reconstruction project to Savage Field. The commission, 
along with the leadership of Jessica (director) and Emily (assistant 
director) worked hard in 2013.14 to survey and identify the major 
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New FY 14 Programs & 

Events! 

 Town Wide Yard Sale 

 Adult Fitness Classes 

 Holiday Pops Concert 

 Clinton Youth Softball League 

 Sports Clinics & Camps 

 P&R Building Rentals 

 Babysitter Safety Training 

 CPR & AED Certification 

  “Fox Tour” bus  trips 

 Summer Concert Series 

 Toddler programs 

 Pumpkin Carving Workshop 

issues in their park properties. They worked to develop an improvement plan for all these properties 
and plan to update and modernize the parks to better serve the needs of the people in town.  
 
To continue the progression and new goals set for the department, Jessica along with the commission, 
submitted budget requests for FY15 that included increases in all line items of the Operating Budget, 
along with several Capitol Budget Improvement Requests. Though, the department did not receive all 
funds requested for the Operating Budget, they did receive all money for Capitol Budget improvements, 
and did receive minimal increases to their FY15 Operating Budget. These minor increases are the first 
steps of many to improve the parks and programs that our department is responsible for. The 
department will continue to request a formal review of salaries for all positions, as all staff is currently 
underpaid and the Town’s salary chart is not being followed properly. FY14 saw the town conduct a 
salary survey to ensure that town employees are being paid competitively in comparison to surrounding 
towns. At the conclusion of the year the Salary Survey was still pending and the Personnel Board is 
scheduled to meet with individual departments to finalize all increases and salary grid decisions.  In the 
years to come, our department will continue to seek more funding for operational & general 
maintenance expenses, as well as many other Capital Improvement projects that will benefit all 
residents of Clinton.  
 
Overall, FY14 was a great year for the Parks & Recreation department. 
All of the staff worked extremely hard to provide great programs, safe 
and & clean parks for all to enjoy, and should really be commended for 
their efforts. In May of 2014 Director Jessica Brodie went on maternity 
leave and Assistant Director Emily Easterling became the Interim 
Director. The department brought in an office aid over the summer to 
ensure all programs and projects continues without a hitch.  Even during 
this transitional period, the department continues to improve and was 
able to retain the high level of quality program towns people have grown 
accustomed to.  
 
 Our department is only in the beginning stages of many improvements, so we encourage residents to 
follow our progress and contact us with any questions, concerns, or new ideas for the future.  

Recreation Programs & Events 
 
The Clinton Parks & Recreation Department has traditionally offered a 
variety of recreation programs and events throughout the year and this 
year proved no different as we added and expanded this list!  Below is a 
list of programs with a brief description of each that was offered July 
2013 – June 2014.  
 

Summer 2013 
Town Wide Yard Sale: June 2013 marked the introduction of the 
Clinton Parks and Recreation Department’s Town Wide Yard Sale. For 
this event we advertised for sellers in Central Park and around town. 



Central Park sellers were charged $15.00 for the booth rentals; those selling around town were charged 
$10.00. To advertise all the home yard sales we created a master map which was distributed to all yard 
sale goers. The Clinton Parks and Recreation had its own booth, and accepted donations of items to sell 
at its yard sale. The first year was very successful with about 50 home sales, and 20 sellers in Central 
Park. We received some great feedback from this event and are looking forward to taking these 
suggestions to make the event bigger and better in the years to come.  
 
Summer Playground:  Just like in past years the summer playground program was a huge success. 
This year we hired Matt Hammond to be the summer camp director and he was charged with 
overseeing  four counselors as well as the day-to-day logistics of the program. This year was the launch 
of our CIT (counselor in training) program. We offered this program those kids that had aged out of our 
regular summer program and most were in 7th-9th grade. We had an overwhelming response for the CIT 
program and ended up with 14 kids filling this role. We added some new field trips to the agenda like 
Canobie Lake Park, and Lowell Spinners Baseball Game. The program took place for seven weeks in July 
and August. Afternoons were spent at the State Pool located right next to the Head Start building, where 
the program took place Monday – Friday from 8-3pm. Registration numbers grew from years past with 
approx. 60-70 participants each week of the program. Fees remained the same this year as in years past. 
Donations were received from the Weetabix Corporation for cereal each morning for those participating 
in the program.  In order to grow the program we will be requesting additional funds in our operating 
budget to hire more summer playground staff.  
 
Lego Classes:  At the start of the 2013 summer we offered a week long LEGO program which was held 
at the Parks and Recreation Building. We had a good turnout for this program and enrolled nine 
children. The program was run by play-works and our 
department was excited to begin offering more programs at 
our building.  
 
Summer Concert Series: The summer of 2013 was the 
debut year of the Clinton Parks and Recreation Summer 
Concert Series.  Tuesday nights during July/August local 
businesses sponsored various artists as they performed in 
Central Park. Over the course of the summer we brought in a 
various styles of music to appeal to a wide audience. The 
concert series was a huge success and we look forward to 
offering this program for many years to come.  
 

Fall 2013/ Winter 2014 
Fall of 2013 brought the introduction of a variety of new programming options for the residents. Some 
events were more popular than others. Below is a complete list of our programing for this season.  

Pre-School Programs 

o Knucklebones Explorations Class: Knucklebones’ Explorations engages both child and 
guardian in exploring a vast array of creative movement and gross motor activities. Each 
week your Knucklebones’ coach will bring a plethora of activities creating a circuit of 
open play that will include soft climbers, hoppers, ball pit, climbing structure, push/pull 
toys, tent, tunnels, balancing equipment, scooters , balls, gymnastics shapes and much 
more.  Your coach will also lead a group activity to encourage participants to work 



together, provide social interaction, and provide a whole lot of fun! Unfortunately we 
did not get enough kids to run this program.  

o Knucklebones Micro-wheels class: Micro-wheels teaches the fundamentals of 
learning to ride a bicycle without training wheels! Each class your knucklebones’ coach 
will bring in a variety of unique wheeled and non-wheeled products to help build gross 
motor skills, balance and confidence. As well, we will include an array of diverse games 
and activities such as balance beams, balancing stones, street signs, obstacle courses 
and more to help these determined drivers develop the skills needed to ride safely, 
successfully and have FUN! Proper sneakers and long pants required. Unfortunately we 
were unable to run this program due to low registration numbers.  

o Micro Athletics: Using unique and age appropriate equipment, Knucklebones has 
designed a program to enhance gross motor skills, athletic fundamentals, physical 
exercise, creative movement, and FUN! Each class your child will play a myriad of 
different, skill enhancing athletic activities and games. From learning to kick using 
rhinoskin balls to practicing throwing playing Messy Backyard and much more. Again we 
did not have enough kids register to run this program.  

Elementary Programs: 

o Art Factory: Unleash your creative with this six week art program presented by the 
Clinton Parks and Recreation Department. Each week various art projects will be 
created. Participants will get the opportunity to complete different projects and 
experiment with different texture, products and art techniques. This was a great class 
and we had six participants who thoroughly enjoyed all the art projects presented in this 
class.  

o Rising Stars Drama Program: This seven week drama program will allow your young 
one to improve and discover their acting abilities. This program will teach acting drills, 
stage presence and provide children the confidence they need to get on stage. Fun, 
interactive and unique this program is not one you want to miss. Each week the kids will 
be exposed to singing, dancing and fun.  The program will conclude with a mini-show 
that all parents will be invited to. This program was cancelled due to low participation 
numbers.  

Middle School Programs 

o After School Recess: Do you like playing kickball, four square, tag, wallball or group 
games? This one-of-kind after school program is an extension of our ever popular 
summer playground program. Each week participants will have the opportunity to play 
games, do crafts and compete in special activities. This program will provide kids the 
outlet they need get-up and get moving while keeping them engaged and socializing. 
This program was cancelled due to low participation numbers.  

o Wicked Cool for Kids: Unlock your inner scientists as you investigate the basics of 
chemistry in a fun and interactive way. Explore the chemical properties of slime and 
make super slimy samples to take home. Build a better super-ball, analyze mysterious 
liquids, and make your own balloons. Not to be confused with the boring kind of 
chemistry. This program was cancelled due to low participation numbers 

o Babysitting Safety Training: Juanita Allen Kingsley will be in Clinton on select dates to 
offer her very educational and popular safety and training courses to those interested. 
Juanita is a W-EMT at Century Health Systems and also spends much of her time 
teaching training courses and other classes in the surrounding area.This class was highly 



successful and we had 14 kids registered. The instructor said it was a great group, and 
she is confident they will all be excellent babysitters! 

Adult Classes 

o Get Fit Boot Camp: This course is appropriate for beginner, intermediate, and 
advanced exercisers. Classes are based mainly on timed intervals which can 
accommodate clients with a range of abilities and allowing for modification of exercises. 
Research has shown that interval training is a great way to increase your cardiovascular 
endurance as well as muscular endurance and strength. Classes are fun, fast-paced, and 
informative. No equipment is necessary as the interval workout allows for an intense 
workout without the use of weights or other workout equipment. This class was taught 
by a local fitness instructor and greatly received by the community. We ran continuous 
Boot Camp sessions from September 2013-June 2014 and each class had 10-15 
participants.  

o Photography Class: Learn to use the basic and advanced features of your camera: 
from basic camera settings to exposure values (shutter speed, aperture, white balance, 
and ISO speeds). Understand differences in auto, program, and manual settings. Explore 
lighting and light techniques and train your eyes to the ordinary as extraordinary. All this 
and many other tips and tricks from professional photographer Loreen Liberty. This was 
a brand new class offered through the Clinton Parks and Recreation Department and 
taught the basics of using digital camera. The participants love learning all about their 
cameras, took some great photos and built last relationships with the instructor, who 
now owns a local business in town! 

Other Programs 

o Bus Tours – Offering a variety of trips has been a tradition of the Parks & Recreation 
Dept. for many years. We continued to promote and offer many trips during the fall 
2013 to a variety of locations. For the first half of the year we worked with Celebration 
Tours, and then began a relationship with Fox Tours. Overall our registration was rather 
low, but we were able to run trips by combining efforts with surrounding towns such as 
Sterling, Rutland, and Boylston.   

o Olde Home Day – Our department allows the use of 
Central Park for the annual Olde Home Day held in 
September. This is a very popular yearly event that 
attracts thousands of local residents. Local businesses, 
organizations, volunteer groups all participate. There are 
many food vendors and activities for children as well.  

o Pumpkin Carving Workshop- This fall the Clinton Parks 
and Recreation Department paired with Discover Clinton 
to offer a pumpkin carving workshop. The workshop took 
place a couple days before their annual Halloween Walk. 
The pumpkin carving workshop took place at the Parks 
and Recreation office and we had about 20 people in 
attendance. We supplied all the carving tools, paint and 
decorations. After the workshop we transported the 
pumpkins to the Halloween walk for their Pumpkin 
Carving Contest. We are looking forward to offering this 
fun event again next fall!  



o Ski & Snowboard Program – This program continued to be another success in FY14. 
There were just over 60 students in grades 4-12 that joined us for 6 consecutive 
Thursday’s in January & February for a fun-filled night of skiing & snowboarding at 
Wachusett Mountain. Students bring their skis to school each morning of the program, 
and we provide buses to take the kids to and from the mountain after school from 2:45-
8:00pm. The trips were chaperoned by Parks & 
Recreation staff and volunteers. The cost of 
the trips remained the same from the 
previous year.  

o Daddy Daughter Dance – Jessica and 
Emily continued to grow this beloved 
program and attendance was at an all-time 
high last year, as we had about 350 people 
in attendance at this event. The 
department brought back the crowd’s 
favorites to include the ever popular 
cupcake bar, the soda fountain, and DJ 
Pat McIntire. Jessica and Emily recruited 
approx. 15 volunteers from the Clinton High 
School to help with the event, which allowed for pictures to 
move quicker, and for overall management of the event to go smoother. This 
year we received a donation from Dunkin Donuts which included coffee with all the 
fixings and heart shaped donuts.    The event is held each year around Valentine’s Day at 
the Clinton Middle School from 4:00 – 6:00pm. Prices remained consistent from 2013 
and were $20 per couple ($10 each person) and $5 for each additional child. This year’s 
favor was a light up plastic cup with the Clinton Parks and Recreation Logo.  

o Mother Son Movie Night – The movie night was another great night for Mothers 
(guardians) and their sons held at the Strand Movie Theatre. This event is scheduled for 
the same day as the Daddy Daughter Dance. This year we had over 100 people in 
attendance and showed Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2. With their ticket 
participants received pizza and a drink. Next year we plan to announce the move title 
earlier as we think this will attract more interest in the event.   

 

Spring 2014 

Pre-School Programs: 

o F.A.S.T Athletics Mini-Sport Program: This program is a combination of warm-up 
games and sports such as soccer, kickball, wacky ball and basketball. It will ease children 
into learning the basics of all these great games and ran for six Saturdays during the 
spring season. We had eleven participants sign-up for this course. Due to logistical and 
communication challenges between the company and feedback we received from 
participants our department we decided to finish out the spring/summer season with 
them and than look for from the company to run similar programs.  

o STEM for Tots: It’s never too early to learn! Through Hands-on activities and STEM 
challenges, children will think, construct, experiment, discover, and develop the desire 
to learn more. The children will explore the use of different learning tools. 
Unfortunately, this program was cancelled due to low registration numbers.  



Elementary Programs: 

o F.A.S.T Athletics Cheerleading: Our cheering program will teach the basic skills of 
cheerleading, including    proper arm motions and placement, as well as, jumping 
techniques, cheers, stunts and dances. At the end of the program, the children will 
present a sort routine they have prepared for family and friends. This program was 
cancelled due to low registration numbers.  

o Spring into Art: Clinton Parks & Recreation wants you to 
unleash your creativity with this five week art program. Each week 
participants will bring home a unique art project and various concepts will 
be discussed to broaden the horizons of our young artists. We had a small 
(7 participants) but creative group of young artists join us for this program, 
and completed a variety of projects tied into the spring season. We have 
plans to continue to offer seasonal art programs.  

o Lego Classes:  This program was offered at the beginning 
of February and ran for six consecutive weeks. We had 14 elementary 
aged children sign-up and the theme for this program was Jedi-
engineering. Sticking with this theme participants created popular 
StarWars elements using the Legos.  The program took place for six weeks 
at the Clinton Elementary School.  We will continue to offer this program 
each winter.  

o  

Middle School Programs: 

o F.A.S.T Athletics Street Hockey: Hockey season is over, what to do? Come join F.A.S.T 
Athletics for some street hockey fun! Fundamentals of hockey will be taught along with 
good sportsmanship and rules. After the instructional period is over each day, we will 
end with a good old fashion street hockey game! Received a good amount of interest for 
this program, but did not generate enough registrations to run this program.  

Adult Programs 

o Adult Fitness Classes: Building on the success of the fall sessions the Clinton Parks and 
Recreation Department continued to offer various fitness programs throughout the 
spring. All spring fitness programs were taught by trainer Megan Anderson.  During the 
spring season we offered a boot camp, 5k training program, and strength and resistance 
program. We had high attendance numbers for all classes. Unfortunately, Megan is not 
able to work with us in the future as she is moving, but developed a strong fitness 
program that the department hoped to continue to grow.  

o Photography in Motion: In this photography lab you will be shooting on location each 
week. During each shoot, we will focus on a specific assignment (subject matter, 
technical skill, etc.) Using lenses, light reflectors, diffusers and props, we will emphasize 
and enhance our subject. This is a think outside the box, bring your imagination, have 
fun with your camera kind of class! Running off the interest we generated this spring in 
photography we hoped to attract a large crowd for this program, unfortunately we did 
not reach our target goal and had to cancel the program.  

Other Programs 

o Tennis Program: This season the Clinton Parks and Recreation Department paired 
with tennis instructor Eric Meyers to offer an 8 week Saturday tennis program fit for the 



whole family. We had a great turn out for these programs and offered everything from 
toddler programs to adult cardio programs. The school allowed us to use the tennis 
courts between the Clinton High School and Middle School for this program and all 
participants learned the fundamentals of the sport while having fun. We plan to grow 
this program.  

o Clinton Youth Softball Program: This 
year marked the first year the Clinton Parks 
and Recreation Department took over and 
ran the Clinton Youth Softball program. 
Approached by the Clinton Lassie League 
earlier this year our department agreed to 
run this youth sport program and worked 
hard to revamp the entire program. Under 
our jurisdiction we joined the Cortland League, 
and league that allowed for games between 
the surrounding towns, and called for more 
competitive play. In its inaugural season we had 
2 coach pitch teams, 2 minor league teams, and 1 
major league team. Plans for the future include growing the number of 
participants, field improvements to the middle school softball field, to create a board for 
the league to aid in management and decision making.  

o  Egg Hunt: Back again by popular demand was the “Glowing EGGstravaganza” a one-of-
a-kind version of the traditional egg hunt.  This event was held at Vale Street Softball 
field the day before Easter. Children all brought their own flashlight and were assigned a 
number, then had to find two eggs with that matching number in the field all while in 
the dark. Once they found their matching numbered eggs they received a bag of candy. 
Each participant paid $2.00 to enter the hunt, and all funds went to pay for the candy 
for the event. The event was a huge success and grew from last year with about 250 
participants. The department looks forward seeing this event grow and progress over 
the years.  

Programming Overview 
Overall, the Clinton Parks and Recreation Department had a successful year of programming and added 
a variety of programs that catered to a wide array of participants and interest levels. Unfortunately, we 
had the least amount of programmatic success at the Middle School level. We have had the most 

success with toddler programming and would like to continue to expand 
the offerings for this age group. As a department we have some great 
ideas for future programs and events and are excited to introduce these 
programs to the town of Clinton. 

Parks  
 
The Clinton Parks & Recreation Department oversees and manages several 
parks in town. Our priority is always to maintain these properties so they 
are safe and enjoyable for all residents to enjoy. Starting in 2013, and 
continuing to present day, the department started taking a closer look at 
all of the parks it oversees and began to develop maintenance plans for 



each, identifying necessary capital improvement projects for the future, and evaluating the current rules 
and procedures at each park. During the 2014 fiscal year the Clinton Parks and Recreation Department 
was able to take substantial steps towards it’s’ goal of park improvement. The largest projects 
completed during this fiscal year were the Fountain Improvement Project and the Savage Field Master 
Plan and needs assessment. 
 
The department was awarded funding at town meeting for in June of 2013 to restore the fountain to its 
glory. We contracted plumber Jerry Mayou to complete all the internal fountain plumbing work which 
was done in the fall of 2013. After the plumbing work was completed the painting portion of the project 
went out to bid and Fox Painting was awarded the position. They completed the painting in the spring of 
2014 and our department enjoyed working with this company. The department is still trying to work out 
some kinks in the fountain in order to ensure that it remains one of the ironic symbols of this town.  
 
The department also began working with Gale Associated this year as we began the process of creating 
a master plan and needs assessment for Savage Field. The goal of this study was to identify the 
programs and safety hazards at Savage Field in order to begin making improvements. The study also 
included a design plan for reconstruction of the field to better suit the needs of the residents of Clinton. 
Gale Associated worked with us to create a comprehensive master plan that we were able to present at 
town meeting for FY15 in an effort to secure the funds for the next phase of the project.  Residents of 
Clinton can expect some major changes in the years to come, included some favorable additions to this 
park such as a deck hockey rink, playground, splash pad, and more parking.  
   

Park Inventory & Usages 
 
Central Park – Central Park was established in 1852 when the land was 
donated to the town by Horatio N. Bigelow.  The four-acre lot contains 
two war monuments, one for Clinton residents who served in the 
Spanish-American War, and the other, a Civil War monument. A sundial 
can also be found on the south side of the park, and the “Foster 
Fountain” on the north side of the park. The park is home to many 
community events including: graduations, wedding ceremonies, Olde 
Home Day, Memorial Day Services, passive recreation, the summer 
concert series and much more. In 2014 our department continued to 

maintain this wonderful property as it always has been in recent years. With a regular maintenance 
program including fertilization, mowing, and other beautification projects, our park staff worked 
extremely hard to keep this park beautiful and safe all year.  
 

 

Savage Field – Savage Field is located off of Vale Street and is home 
to many little league and adult league baseball and softball games. 
The athletic complex features a little league baseball field, adult 
softball field, basketball court, skate park, and open space. During 
the spring of 2014 aside from the master plan study we replaced the 
foul ball net at the little league field with the generous aid of the 
Clinton Fire Department.  The little league continues to help with the 
maintenance of the field by providing soil each spring and raking and 



lining the field on a weekly basis before their games. In the spring of 2014 the men’s league raised the 
funds to completely regrade the infield of the softball field, and added topsoil to the field totaling about 
$3,000 of upgrades.   

 

Hamilton Square – Hamilton Square is named for Perley R. 
Hamilton, who died in World War I.  Many know the park as “Depot 
Square” because of the park’s location and history. Located at the 
intersections of Main Street & Sterling Street, across from Water 
Street, the park is surrounded by many famous landmarks including 
the former Bigelow Carpet Mill and the Train Depot.  The WWI 
memorial in the park remains a popular stop for the annual 
Memorial Day Parade.  
 
 

Edward J. Philbin Memorial Park – The Edward J. Philbin Memorial Park, also known as “The 
Acre”, is located on the corner of Berlin and Wilson Streets.  The park features many elements including 
a playground, splashpad, basketball court, and open space that is family friendly. As part of  our goal to 
improve all park facilities residents can expect some major changes in FY15 to include sidewalk/parking 

reconstruction, and safety modifications to the current 
equipment. 
 
Carlisle Park – Carlisle Park was dedicated to the town on 
October 9, 1921 in honor of Sergeant William S. Carlisle who was 
killed in action on July 20, 1918 in the World War of 1917-1919. 
The park is located next to Beacon, Franklin, Clinton, and Park 
Streets on the hill near the center of town and is used primarily 
for active recreation and picnicking.  
 

 
 

Duck Harbor – Duck Harbor is located off of New Harbor Road 
overlooking Coachlace Pond.  Coachlace Pond is man-made, created by 
damming South Meadow Brook located approximately one and a half 
miles southwest of Clinton center. The park features a memorial 
monument for Joseph M. Duffey.  This is another passive recreation park.  
 

Turini’s Corner – Turini’s Corner (Erwin McArthur Square) Park is 
located on the corner of High and Water Streets, just next to the train 
bridge. Paul Turini of Clinton was the longtime owner of “Turini’s Diner”, 
an abandoned railroad car, on the same corner for over 55 years. This 
park features benches that residents can enjoy.  
 
 

Park Maintenance Activities 
 

Maintenance Duties 

 Mowing fields and grounds 



 Litter and trash removal 

 Construction & Renovation projects 

 Playground safety inspections 

 Playground & ball field repairs 

 Raking leaves 

 Cutting and removing brush from parks 

 General building upkeep 

 Painting 

 Equipment Maintenance 

 Snow removal 

 Trimming hedges 

 Planting flowers/bulbs 

 Fence repairs 

 Assisting D.P.W. and other departments as needed 
 

General Services 

 Grant permits for: field usage, public outings, special events, & tournaments 

 Answer general public inquiries for recreation information on activities and services available in 
the community for all age groups 

 Assist in the planning and execution of special events held on town property 

 Provide telephone referrals for town sport leagues, local businesses, town organizations, and 
others as needed 

 Assist in the planning and management of special events held in town 
 

Recommendations 
 
Playgrounds: The splashpad at Philbin Memorial Park has been 
very popular since it was installed several years ago. Over the next 
couple years a variety of repairs need to be completed at this 
location. The department is currently looking into replacing the 
entire splashpad to make it more modern, and to add more 
attractions.   
 
Facilities and Maintenance:  Many of the parks and facilities 
under our control will need repair in the coming years; the 
following are some suggestions for upcoming projects.  

 Design, development, and implementation of the master plan at Savage Field. The new 
improvements include lighting upgrades, upgraded skate park elements, and major 
improvements to the little league and softball field.  

 Granite pillar & fencing repairs in Central Park  

 Tree pruning program for all park trees  
 
Recreational Programs: The Parks & Recreation Department has made major improvements in the 
past year with the amount and quality of recreation programs being offered to town residents. Over the 



last year the department continued to improve the programs currently being offered, while introducing 
a variety of new programs along the way. Some goals for the recreational aspect of the department 
include more town wide events, increased participation in our current programming and continued 
partnership with local organizations such as the school system.  

 Obtain further funding for increased seasonal staff (summer playground counselors), program 
instructors 

 Offer one special event per season ideas include (town wide scavenger hunt, Challenger sport 
program, and Adult Sport and Social League) 

 Create programs that appeal to and cater to the pre-teen and teenage population 
 
Administration: Administratively our department has grown 
tremendously over the past year. We added on online 
recreation through RecDesk which allowed further 
convenience in signing up for programs and events.  We also 
upgraded our office phone system which makes it easier for 
townspeople to ask questions and connect with our 
department.  As our communication technology increases, the 
department has been well received by the community. This 
past year we were proud to note that various organizations 
came to us to partner in their events, and help to advertise 
their programs. We are starting to become the heart of the 
community which was one of our goals all along. 

 Further develop the department internship program 
and obtain interns in coming year to aid in special 
events, marketing and administrative duties 

 Continue to upgrade administrative software, such as an e-mail management system 
 
Equipment: This year our department was able to purchase a new tractor through funds approved at 
the June 2013 town meeting. This tractor allowed us to better maintain the parks in both the summer 
and winter. We were also granted $4,000 in our operating budget to be used towards equipment 
improvements. Through this funding we were able to get new mowers, power tools, and weed 
whackers. Some future requests include: 

 Attachments for the tractor to include an ice sweeper, leaf blower, etc 

 A ride on mower for each of our park workers 
 

Budgets 
 

Operating Budget 
FY 2012 – $176,316.00 
FY 2013 – $166,039.00 
FY 2014 - $179,435.00 
FY 2015-  $212,435.00 
 

Comments: The above figures were amounts the department received each year after meeting with the 
Board of Selectmen and Finance Committees. The amount requested each year was much higher than 



received. Requests have been made the past several years to update salaries for all staff in the 
department. The salary grid outlined in the Town’s bylaws is out of date and needs to be updated and 
followed again. Other budget line items need to be increased to keep up with increased maintenance 
costs for facilities. Again this year Jessica provided a detailed budget for all committees to see and 
evaluate which helped the department receive some funding for the upcoming 2014/2015 calendar 
year. The department is still not where it should be and we will continue to submit budget increases to 
improve the department and facilities it serves.   
 

Revolving Account 
FY 2013 beginning balance (July 2012) – $61,441.92 
FY 2014 beginning balance (July 2013) -- $81,128.09 
FY 2015 Beginning Balance (July 2014) -- $ 113,754.97 
 

Comments: The use of the Revolving Account has been minimal in years past 
because of the limited number of programs being offered by the 
department. The Revolving Fund is used to collect program fees and then all 
fees are used to cover the costs of those programs. The balance is 
“revolving” as some program fees are collected in one Fiscal Year and the 
expenses for that same program are not paid out until the next Fiscal Year. 
The Parks & Recreation Director meets with the Town Accountant & 
Commission yearly to approve the balance and spending of this account. 
Jessica kept detailed records of this account throughout the year to track all 
expenses going in and out of the account. By adding more programs and 
managing the account properly the account grew by about $35,000 in 2014. 
This money will be put back to the town in the town for of park improvements, 
program development, and for any other use that benefits the users that paid 
fees for programs in the first place.  

 

Capitol Budget Requests 
FY 2013 – Two total requests were submitted: 

1. Foster Fountain Repainting - $32,000 
2. Park Tractor with cab & snow blower attachment - $19,819.08 

FY 2014- Three total requests were submitted: 
1. Savage Field Renovations - $45,000 
2. Power Outlets at Central Park - $25,000 
3. Ice Rink and Tractor Broom Attachment - $11,500 

 
 

Comments: We were very excited that all three requested were approved at the town meeting in June 
2014. The Savage Field project is a multiphase project and this funding allows us start the first phase of 
this project which includes creating the project design, obtaining the proper permits and preparing the 
area for construction. Residents can expect another request at the town meeting in June 2014 to further 
this project. Power outlets are scheduled to be installed in Central Park at the end of October. The 
department has a goal of purchasing and installing the ice rink for the winter season of 2014.15. We are 
currently trying to decide on the best location for this item. Additional requests will be made in the 
years to come for other park improvement projects and capital improvement purchases.   



Thank You 
 
We would like to express thank you’s to the many volunteers, 
coaches, parents, participants, and many others for making all of 
our programs and events a success.  
 

 Clinton Little Baseball  

 Clinton Softball Association 

 Clinton Public Works Department 

 Clinton Board of Selectman and various committees 

 Daddy Daughter Dance Volunteers 

 Summer Playground Staff 

 Head Start & Clinton Middle School for use of their 
facilities for Summer Playground 

 Excel Club Students 

 Park & Recreation Staff 

 Program & Event Participants 
 
2013 & 2014 Sponsors: 

 J.R, Grady and Sons Inc 

 Farragher & Henebry, LLC 

 Whitney Bros. Oil, Corp 

 Avidia Bank 

 Clinton Rotary Club 

 Clinton Savings Bank 

 McNally & Watson Funeral & Cremation 
Service 

 Nypro Foundation 

 Philbin Comeau Funeral Home, Inc 

 Stranding Room Only, LLC 

 Board of Selectman, Clinton MA 

 Clinton Exchange Club 

 Clinton Cultural Council 

 Jim Gibbons realtor 

 Hannaford’s Supermarket 

 Crystal Club Golf Tournament 

 Simple Man Saloon 

 William R. Southworth D.M.D 

 Strand Theatre 

 Clinton Police Relief Association 

 Hometown Bank 

 Leominister Credit Union 

 Weetabix  

 Shaw’s Star Market 

 Panera Bread in Leominister 

 Many other private citizens, local 
businesses and organizations for 
various contributions to our programs, 
parks, and department.  

 
 

 

 

 


